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The Musical Offering History

Mission Statement:

The Musical Offering is an educational institution committed to the growth and development of the individual and community through music instruction and performance.

It is our goal to provide a supportive and nurturing environment in which students, teachers and all lovers of music can explore and deepen their relationship to music and self-expression.

The Musical Offering also serves as a meeting place and forum for the musical community in Evanston and the surrounding area.

We believe in the promotion of beauty, artistic freedom and self-empowerment engendered by the shared musical experience.

Founded by Kirsten Hedegaard and Roderick Ferguson in Fall 1999, The Musical Offering is a neighborhood-based, creative community where students study music in a nurturing environment. Students also have the opportunity to hear their teachers and peers perform while learning to do so themselves.

Since opening in January 2000 the school has grown to over 180 students and a faculty of 15. Students range from ages infant to senior, and represent Evanston’s racial, ethnic and income diversity. Classes are offered in voice, piano, strings, winds, Music Together, Comprehensive Music, chamber music and Irish music.
To accommodate the growing number of students, The Musical Offering has doubled its physical space and brought on new teachers. In addition to their weekly private lessons, students are urged to attend free Sunday afternoon coffeehouses to partake in a variety of vibrant performances, lectures and workshops. Many students also participate in group classes, such as The Evanston Children’s Choir (formerly The Musical Offering Children’s Chorus), Orff Classes or the Music Together Class for young children and parents. Several times a year selected students are invited to perform with the faculty in larger productions, such as the annual Holiday Concert. In addition, many students are involved with concerts of new music, to perform their own compositions and be introduced to works by contemporary composers.

The Musical Offering offers scholarships for students who need financial assistance. Currently this program is supported by faculty, private donations and generous support from the Charles Schwab Foundation and the Dr Scholl Foundation. The school plans to expand this program to include more people from south Evanston, where The Musical Offering is located. In addition to such inreach programs, the faculty has conducted outreach with the Y.O.U. Foundation, Evanston Township High School, Nichols Middle School, and is currently working with Oakton Elementary School.

The Musical Offering is located in south Evanston primarily because this area is home to an underserved demographic. The cost of private music instruction has continued to increase. This, combined with either scaled-back, failing or deserted music and arts programs in public schools, leave many youth with little exposure to the arts. In response to that need, the cost of private music instruction at The Musical Offering is kept below that of our competitors and those that cannot pay full tuition are eligible for scholarships. Many of the teachers volunteer their time as class teachers and performers.
With inspired leadership, excellent teachers (who are dedicated to teaching as well as prominent performers in the Chicago area), the resolve to bring music instruction to those who may otherwise be left behind, and a unified and comprehensive approach to music instruction and music-making, The Musical Offering is highly effective and has gained for itself many staunch supporters.

The Musical Offering has received grants from the Evanston Arts Council, the Illinois Arts Council and the Evanston Community Foundation, as well as numerous donations from private donors and small businesses. Students and their families also help sustain The Musical Offering’s growth through their participation in programs, constructive feedback, and generous volunteer efforts.
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